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Summary

Seeking the Origin of Horse-riding Falconry: Ethnography of Kazakh
Eagle Hunters and Nomadic Animal Herders in Altai Mountains

Takuya Soma

Waseda Institute for Advanced Studies

Traditional horse-riding falconry has been still practice at a community of Altaic Kazakhs in Bayan-
Olgii Province in western Mongolia. However, eagle masters are now declining its population as well
as traditional art and knowledge for taming and hunting due to massive cultural alteration by tourism.
This research discusses vulnerability and resilience of preservation for Altaic Kazakh eagle falconry
with reference to research result of ethnography and current social survey, cultural sustainability from
long-term fieldwork. Eventually, cultural sustainability of Altaic Kazakh falconry needs to be supported
from the angles of three theoretical frameworks; (1) Cultural affairs for protection based on the concept
of nature-guardianship in its cultural domain, (2) Sustainable development and improvement of animal
herding productivity and herder’s livelihood, (3) Natural resource management, especially supporting the
population of Golden Eagles, their potential prey animals, and their nesting environment. The series of
these sustaining procedures defines that eagle falconry is a hybrid culture which would not preserved only

human actions, but also maintenance of animal herding livelihood as crucial social context.
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