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Summary

Search for the Wild Ancestor of Cultivated Common Buckwheat
— Cultivated Buckwheat was Originated in the Sanjiang Region
(the Tree River Region) of Southwestern China

Ohmi Ohnishi

Professor Emeritus, Kyoto University

The original birthplace of cultivated buckwheat was revealed to be the Sanjiang region of Sichuan-
Yunnan-Tibet border area by surveying the wild ancestor of cultivated common buckwheat, Fagopyrum
esculentum ssp. ancestrale Ohnishi and analyzing genetic relationships between the natural populations
of the wild ancestor and cultivated populations of common buckwheat. The wild ancestor of cultivated
buckwheat is shown to be growing only in southwest corner of China, a west part of Sichuan province, a
northwest corner of Yunnan province and a southern part of East Tibet. It is shown by molecular genetic
analyses that the natural populations of the wild ancestor from the Sanjiang region are the most closely
related with cultivated common buckwheat. This closely relatedness is shown not to be due to recent
hybridization between the wild ancestor and cultivated buckwheat, rather it is due to the fact that cultivated
buckwheat was originated from the wild ancestor from the Sanjiang region. As a conclusion, cultivated
buckwheat is originated from the wild ancestor from the Sanjiang region. This immediately negates the
de Candoll’s hypothesis on the origin of cultivated buckwheat which says that cultivated buckwheat was

originated in Siberia or in the Amur river basin of northeastern part of China.
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