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| have called this principle, by which each
slight variation, if useful, Is preserved, by
the term Natural Selection.
—Charles Darwin
from “The Origin of Species”
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Rapid increase of energy since around 1950
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Fig. 18.1. Atmospheric concentrations of the greenhouse gases CO,
and CH, over the last four glacial-interglacial cycles from the Vostok
ice core record. The present-day values and estimates for the
year 2100 are also shown (data from the World Data Center for
Paleoclimatology and IPCC)
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