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Summary
The Tai Dam Houses Shaped Like Turtle Shells in Vietham

Masao Kashinaga

National Museum of Ethnology

This paper is a report based on the fieldwork I have been conducting at a Tai Dam village in Northwestern
Vietnam since 1997. With regard to this village, the written records of former ethnographers often mention that the
houses of the village inhabitants were shaped like turtle shells (huon tup cong) in keeping with their ethnic
traditional material culture. The purpose of this paper is to describe their traditional houses and to consider the
change in their traditions as reflected by the architecture of these houses.

In this paper, I first describe the demolition, toward the end of the 90s decade, of the last of the traditional houses
shaped like turtle shells. Thereafter, I shift my focus onto the construction of the new type of stilt houses (huon tup
dat). Next, I demonstrate how the traditional Tai Dam houses have continuously undergone change in accordance
with certain factors, such as alterations in the way of life of the villagers, in the architectural techniques they
employed, in their external social and cultural influences, and in their access to building materials.
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