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Summary
Mt. Kilimanjaro: Trekking and Observations in September 1995
Masamu Aniya

Professor Emeritus, University of Tsukuba, Japan

I climbed Mt. Kilimanjaro (Kibo), the highest mountain in Africa at a height of 5895 m, in September
1995. The route was from Machame Village via the Southern Circuit to Barafu Hut before reaching
the Uhuru Peak (5895 m) at 5:10 AM on September 13. Then, | walked to Gilman's Point and took the
Marangu Route down to the National Park Gate. During this trekking, | observed many glacial and
periglacial landforms such as moraines and patterned grounds, as well as some glaciers. Patterned grounds
I recognized included sorted polygons, stripes, steps and solifuction lobes at higher than ca. 4300 m. Those
glaciers on and in the crater have distinctive morphology, with vertical glacier edges. The comparisons
of glaciers dipicted on old maps (the 1950s, 1970s, and 1980s) and with my photographs indicates rapid
glacier retreats during the previous 40 years. According to a literature, the glacier area on Kibo in 1953

was 6.7 km?, whereas it was 3.3 km? in 1989, a decrease of more than 50 % in 36 years.
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