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Summary

The Bushmen: A Half-Century Chronicle of an African Hunter-
Gatherer

Jiro Tanaka

Professor Emeritus, Kyoto University, Japan

I have been engaged in observational research since 1966 on the life and society of the Bushmen (San)
who lived on hunting and gathering in the Kalahari Desert. Their migratory life by hunting and gathering
which reminded us of the lifestyle of the Stone Age had begun to change rapidly to the sedentary life led
by the settlement scheme of the Botswana Government in 1979. People of the Central Kalahari Game
Reserve (CKGR) came together to live in the settlement from quite far place, probably as far as some
200 km away. The population of the settlement reached 600 in a few years. In 1997 people were moved
again to the new settlement outside of the CKGR through the Development Scheme of the Government
and the population of the new settlement increased to more than 1000. People obtained cattle from and
were encouraged to cultivate corns and beans by the government but they cannot subsist on without the
distribution of rationed food from the government. I analyze and introduce the process of these big socio-

cultural changes from traditional hunting-gathering life to huge settlement life by showing pictures.
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