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201141 A 16 B [RREILFEFH) 12X 5 & “The United States and Mongolia have decided to
explore mutually advantageous activities in nuclear energy based on the September 2010 Memorandum
of Understanding between the two countries.” 2011 4 3 A, &> IV DS ZIEE T 5 Golomt
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ULAN BATOR (Kyodo) -- Mongolian Prime Minister Sukhbaataryn Batbold has called for boosting
economic cooperation with Japan in the areas of nuclear energy and development of natural resources
such as rare earth minerals.In a recent interview with Kyodo News, Batbold said he plans to visit Japan in
March and expressed eagerness to forge cooperation with Japan as Mongolia, which also has rich
uranium reserves, plans to build its first nuclear power plant. "Japan possesses high technology in the
peaceful use of nuclear power and has lessons from Fukushima," he said, ..(Mainichi Japan) February 21,
2012
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Mongolia’s Nuclear Future: Truth and Lies
E. Amarlin http://golomt.org

For many Mongolians, the words “March 2011” bring back the memories of the nuclear
meltdown in Japan followed by shocking revelations of secret political plots to store nuclear waste in
Mongolia. Yet, to date, the artfully woven web of deceit and political intrigues continue to cloud people's
minds leaving the Mongolians confused, angry, and often powerless to fight.

After the earthquake and tsunami, and a deadly accident at the Fukushima-Daiichi nuclear plant,
Mongolian people were alarmed and genuinely mourned the losses in Japan. Then, just a few weeks later,
when the information about secret nuclear talks between Mongolia, Japan and the United States about the
construction of a nuclear waste repository in Mongolia leaked to the media, the same people responded
with anger, shock and disbelief. All three governments vigorously denied the media reports, but, gradually,

as the evidence continued to build, their masks of innocence began to slip, revealing the dark secrets



underneath.

The general public in Mongolia strongly opposes the idea of hosting a nuclear waste facility.
However, many feel confused about nuclear power due to the limited information and lack of knowledge
about nuclear power and radiation. In the past few years Mongolian public has been intentionally misled
by powerful government campaigns. To date, nuclear energy is promoted as a symbol of safety,
development and prosperity. A Mongolian—born Stanford visiting professor announces on TV that
“nuclear waste is a valuable resource™'. Nuclear accidents in Chernobyl and Fukushima are described as
“unfortunate events” that Mongolia would surely elude. Facts are intentionally distorted, and those with
opposing viewpoints are called names like “foreign spies” who are trying to impede the country’s
progress.

Despite that a small group of anti-nuclear activists connected via social media have not given up.
They have been making efforts to reach out to the masses, but with most media sources owned and
censored by politicians, their voices are frequently muffled. Poverty, corruption, lack of infrastructure,
sparse population, and limited internet access impose additional hindrances to their efforts to uncover the
truth about nuclear power. Besides, after the tragic events of July 1, 2008, when the rigged parliamentary
elections triggered public riots and police shootings that killed five persons, many Mongolian citizens are
afraid to speak up. One example is a recent peaceful protest’ held against uranium mining, nuclear power
plant construction, and nuclear fuel production and leasing held in Ulaanbaatar on March 11, 2012. While
over 600 hundred persons signed up on the Facebook, only about 150 attended the event. Many protesters
remained deeply concerned about being identified even wearing “V for Vendetta” masks. After the
demonstration, at least one person admitted to watching from distance afraid of joining in.

Unfortunately, their fears are grounded. The Ulaanbaatar city government had refused to register
the peaceful demonstration, citing possible “obstruction to traffic that may cause public displeasure.”
Abundant police forces were present at the event-- they demanded the protesters disperse and confiscated
their speech. Intelligence officers in civilian clothes interrogated and intimidated the event organizers.

Meanwhile, the government continues covertly orchestrating its nuclear business. New laws and
significant amendments to the existing ones have been covertly adopted. New contracts have been signed
but the details are withheld from public. Studies have been conducted to determine the locations for the
waste facility and a new nuclear plant. New uranium licenses have been issued. Local communities are
deceived by promises of safety and benefits of the uranium mining industry, and their complaints are
ignored. Few past clashes already proved that herders and rural villagers are powerless against corrupt
officials and armed guards employed by mining companies.

Uranium mining is underway, with large corporations impatiently eyeing Mongolian uranium
resources estimated at 1.4 million tons. The French-owned “Areva” has already started uranium
extraction via the in-situ leaching method --the uranium will apparently be processed into fuel by the
Japanese “Mitsubishi.” The nuclear fuel will then be loaned to the United Arab Emirates, India, Japan,
Korea, Taiwan and others. The spent nuclear fuel rods will be returned to Mongolia to continue emitting

lethal radiation for hundreds of thousand years. Storing nuclear waste in Mongolia appears safe as the

! Dr. Agvaanluvsan Undraa, TV program “Unfinished dialogue” broadcast on May 19, 2011
? The event was held at Sukhbaatar Square, main square in the capital of Mongolia on Sunday, March 11, 2012, by the

activists from the Anti-Nuclear Movement of Mongolia Facebook group.



country has neither technology nor ambitions to enrich fissile material to weapons grade. This is a part of
the “comprehensive fuel service” (CFS) concealed under the project name ‘“Mongolia’s Nuclear
Initiative™,*. The latter, in turn, seems to be a part of the Prague Initiative’ and the initiative to build a
multinational repository funded by the US, Nuclear Threat initiative, European Union and a number of
countries including the United Arab Emirates®.

Sure, the project seems beneficial and will possibly yield high profits. The International Atomic
Energy Agency will be happy having resolved at least one region’s nuclear waste and proliferation issues.
The project will also help the United States to supply nuclear reactors to the Arab Emirates yet maintain
and encourage non-proliferation in the Middle East. The Japanese, that have no place or desire to store the
deadly spent nuclear fuel, will be able to continue using nuclear energy. It will remove lethal waste from
South Korea and Taiwan and contribute to the global nonproliferation. Finally, the corrupt Mongolian
politicians who expect to pocket billions from the pending deal will benefit as well.

Not for regular Mongolians, though. But who cares?
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* Wikileaks. Report on A. Undraa’s meeting with US Ambassador Addleton, December 29, 2009.
http://wikileaks.org/cable/2009/12/09ULAANBAATAR375.html

4 US Mongolia joint statement issued after private meeting of the Mongolian President T. Elbegdor;)
with president B. Obama. June 16, 2011.

http://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2011/06/16/us-mongolia-joint-statement

> Assessing implementation of the 2010 Nuclear Posture Review. Kevin Kallmyer, June 2011.
http://csis.org/files/publication/110826 NPR Imp.pdf

6 Managing the Nuclear Fuel Cycle: Policy Implications of Expanding Global Access to Nuclear Power.
Nikitin, Andrews, Holt. July 1, 2009. http://www.fas.org/sgp/crs/nuke/R1.34234.pdf
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